
Background. The Eugene Washington PCORI Engagement 
Award (EA) program is intended to bring more patients, 
caregivers, clinicians, and other healthcare stakeholders into 
the research process. The goal is to support projects that will 
build a community better able to participate in patient-centered 
outcomes research (PCOR) and comparative clinical effectiveness 
research (CER) and to serve as channels to disseminate study 
results.

Objective. We sought to describe the methods and extent of 
meaningful involvement of patients, caregivers, clinicians, and 
other healthcare stakeholders in PCORI EA projects to help 
inform future engaged research.  

Study Design. Methods included a review of the EA project 
database developed as part of the project as well as an online 
survey, interviews, and focus groups with project leads.

The EA portfolio has a wide geographic representation, with more 
than 250 projects nationwide and more than 80 percent of all projects 
engaging at least 3 types of stakeholders.
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Quotes are from project leads in response to a survey question on the influence of stakeholders on their work

The Influence of Stakeholder Engagement

Implications for Practice and Policy
The PCORI EA program has engaged thousands of stakeholders across the country to improve knowledge of PCOR and develop the skills 
of these stakeholders to collaborate on future research projects. Stakeholder engagement in research lends credibility to the research 
conclusions, helps ensure target audiences find the evidence relevant and useful, and increases the likelihood of implementation of 
research results. The overall effort represents an investment that can benefit PCORI, other funders, and health services researchers seeking 
to enhance the practical relevance of their research.
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Based on 237 projects awarded between 2014 and 2016


